INTRODUCTION

it, and devoted some hundreds of lines at the
beginning of his poem to justifying the paradox.
The success of The Ring and the Book probably
encouraged Browning to take the story of a
tragedy as the subject of a long poem ; but it
cannot be said that the result was satisfactory.
The rapidity of composition may have been in
part the cause ; but the intrinsic ugliness of the
story is mainly to blame. It is a somewhat vulgar
tragedy in real life, undignified by any grandeur
of scale, and unrelieved by any beauty in the
characters. There is no Pompilia, no Capon-
sacchi, no Pope to redeem it, and to touch the
sordid reality with poetry. It is merely a study
of an abnormal and somewhat repulsive case of
mental aberration; and its appeal is the less
effective because Browning has here abandoned
the dramatic for the narrative style. Red Cotton
Night-Cap Country was his first long narrative
poem since Sordello; and the two rank together
as among the least satisfactory of his works.
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